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Dates to Remember 2021

TERM 2
May
10th Parent/Teacher Interviews

Year 11 and 12
11th-21st     NAPLAN online testing
21st Emmaus Day

June
2nd Yr 12 Photos
10/11 Athletics Carnival TBC
14th Queens Birthday Holiday

Pupil Free Day
18th Winter Sleepout
25th End of Term 2

TERM 3
July
12th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free Day
13th Pupil Free Day  

- Yr 11/12 Study Day
- Yr 7-10 Parent Teacher Interviews

26th HSC Trial Exams begin

August
9th HSC Trial Exams conclude
24th Yr 10 Vaccinations
25th MADD Night

September
7th Preliminary Exams
14th Yr 12 Picnic Day
15th Yr 12 Graduation
17th Staff Spirituality Day

Pupil Free Day
End of Term 3

Curiosity to Clarity: Celebrating 200 Years

We walk with Jesus

Update  

web: www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au

   Phone: 9670 8300             email: emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Welcome back to Term Two
Staffing news and some key upcoming dates. 

A huge well done to all students on the way in which you have 
returned to school for Term Two, remarkably dressed in your winter 
uniforms and highly respectful and appreciative of your teachers. As I 
always say to the students, they are our best advertisement and they 
have certainly demonstrated this in their appearance and application to 
learning at the start of Term Two, well done Emmaus. There are still a 
few students however needing to get their full winter uniforms and I 
remind families that the onsite Uniform Shop is open on Mondays and 
Thursdays to attend to this and to avoid being challenged by teachers.

On the staffing front I take this opportunity to welcome Mr Gregory 
Argo to the HSIE faculty for the remainder of the year and he will take 
on some of Ms. McQueen’s classes as she moves into teaching also in 
Learning Support along with undertaking additional duties as part of 
her new role of Innovation and Pedagogy Coordinator. 

Also welcome to Ms Priyanka Prassad in Science who will fill the role 
of Ms. Martin whilst she remains on leave. 

Congratulations to Mr Julian Saba on his permanent appointment to 
Emmaus Catholic College in PDHPE/HSIE and Wellbeing. 

Finally, a special welcome back to Mrs Younan from maternity leave, 
who will share her role in Learning Support with Ms. Santucci working 
three days a week.

http://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au
http://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au
mailto:emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au?subject=email%20subject
mailto:emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au?subject=email%20subject
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Some upcoming dates this Term for your diary

Year 11/12 Parent /Teacher Interviews will take place in Week 4- Monday 
10th May from 3.30pm to 8.00pm. All parents/carers and students are 
expected to attend and meet with ALL their teachers. A booking form 
and skoolbag details were sent home on Monday 26th April (Week 2), to 
help facilitate these interviews which will revert back to pre-COVID 
using a face-to-face model in the College hall. 

NAPLAN diagnostic testing online for ALL Year 7 & 9 will take place in 
Week 4.

The College will celebrate its Wellbeing Week in Week 5, including our 
feast day “EMMAUS DAY’ on Friday 21st May- commencing with a 
whole school mass to celebrate the day, followed by activities, food stalls 
and a talent quest in the afternoon. A BBQ lunch and activities will be 
provided to ALL students free of charge, but they may wish to avail 
themselves of the food vans onsite also that day and will need to have 
cash to do this. The canteen will not operate that day.

Once again, this year throughout Weeks 5-7 of this Term the school as 
directed by CEDP will conduct a survey of students, staff, and parents 
(TTFF- ‘Tell them from me’). This is an opportunity for the school to 
gather valid and reliable data which can be readily used for school 
improvement and planning, whilst providing insight to the Catholic 
Education Diocese of Parramatta around Engagement, Wellbeing and 
Effective Teaching/Learning. Surveys will be offered to staff, students 
and parents and Ms McQueen will oversee this, with more details to 
come. 

LEST WE FORGET

‘ECC focus in 2021: Learning, Learning and more learning-
Transformational/Differentiated/Blended; Attendance; Positive 
Behaviour focus; Respect; Growth Coaching; Wellbeing for all.’



Assistant Principal

Enjoy a video tour of the College by clicking on the link below
 https://www.youtube.com/wa	tch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k 

Mr Roberts, Assistant Principal

The Importance of Attendance

School attendance plays a critical role in enhancing the lives of students in schools. Every day of attendance adds to a 
student's achievement and success at school. Emmaus Catholic College, in partnership with parents, is responsible 
for promoting the regular attendance of students.

Each day at Emmaus, our young people are provided with rich opportunities to learn more about the world they live 
in  through  their  experiences  in  and  out  of  the  classroom.  We  aim  to  enhance  the  students’  knowledge  about 
themselves, their relationships with others and about life beyond school. 
Regular attendance at school is critical to ensuring that your son and/or daughter has every opportunity to grow to 
their fullest potential. When students are not at school, they are missing out on so much and whilst a student might 
think missing a day here or there may not matter too much, every little bit counts. This is highlighted in the graphic 
below.

I encourage all students to be at school on time, all the time!

Sleep Is Food For The Brain!

Whilst most people look after their Physical Health by watching what they eat and participating in regular exercise, it is often 
underestimated the health benefits of getting a good night’s sleep. This is of particular importance for teenagers.

 
Studies have shown that teenagers should be getting 8-10 hours per night to function at their best. During sleep, 
important body functions and brain activity occur, so sleeping is a great way to feed the brain.
 
Lack of sleep can limit your ability to learn, listen, concentrate, solve problems and can even lead to weight gain. 
Studies have shown approximately only 15% of teenagers are getting enough sleep.
 
One way to ensure you get a good night's sleep is avoid using your phone, tablet or computer just before you go to 
sleep. The last thing most students do before going to sleep will be to look at their phone. Studies have shown that 
being  exposed to  the  blue-and-white  light  given  off  by  phones,  laptops,  and other  electronic  gadgets  at  night 
prevents our brains from releasing melatonin, a hormone that tells our bodies it’s nighttime. That means it takes 
longer to fall asleep and get into those beneficial deep levels of sleep.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003687012001159
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/digital-society-is-having-profound-effects-on-our-sleep-2015-7
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003687012001159
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/digital-society-is-having-profound-effects-on-our-sleep-2015-7


Mr Chhabra, TAS Leader of Learning

TAS Department

Year 10 Food Technology class prepared and presented a healthy baked product. The students worked 
diligently, modified a recipe or created a new recipe and came up with a variety of innovative products.

HSIE Department

Emmaus’ Own Archaeologists  

In August of 79AD the lives of the people living in the Campania region of Italy 
(modern day Naples) were entombed within the walls of the city’s position 
around the base of the violent Mt Vesuvius. The devastating volcanic eruption of 
Vesuvius covered the cities with large amounts of debris preserving their last 
moments. Both cities were impacted by the eruption differently, changing the 
coastline of the Bay of Naples forever. 

The sites are extremely valuable to archaeologists and historians as for the first 
time it allowed us to construct an image of what life was like for average Roman 
citizens. At these sites we find artefacts that help us to understand what life was 
like in ancient times such as forms of entertainment, household worship, 
business and politics. 

Our Year 12 Ancient History students this term are learning about the time 
capsule that is Pompeii and Herculaneum. As part of our study, we investigate 
the most recent developments at the sites and study how these impact our 
interpretation of the people of Campania as well as other parts of the Roman 
world. 

Last term an expert on Roman History from Macquarie University came out to 
our school and presented a seminar on the latest research from Pompeii and 
Herculaneum. The seminar was followed by a workshop where students needed 
to analyse real artefacts to piece together the life of the person whose remains 
had been found at a dig site. The students loved being able to analyse real 
artefacts and work like archaeologists to reconstruct the past. 

It was a great day spent applying their historical knowledge and provided the 
class with a great opportunity to contest their arguments. 

Mrs Curran, HSIE Leader of Learning



CAPA Department

Year 11/12 Visual Arts - ArtExpress Excursion - On Thursday, 1st April, our Year 
11 and 12 Visual Arts classes, accompanied by Mrs Harris and Ms Kumar, travelled by 
bus to view the ArtExpress 2021 Exhibition. This Exhibition showcased the 
outstanding achievements of HSC Visual Arts students of 2020 with a selection of 
Body of Works on display at the Art Gallery of NSW. We were lucky enough to obtain 
a booking as COVID restrictions meant that only small groups were allowed in the 
gallery space; with the Exhibition completely booked out for education groups. Thank 
you to Ms Kumar’s organisation with the Gallery, they allowed Emmaus students to 
visit on this final day due to our smaller group. 

After viewing ArtExpress, students had the 
opportunity to visit the permanent collection of the 
gallery; sparking many conversations amongst each 
other. They also experienced the sculptural artworks 
and installation of Modern Artist Margel Hinder in the
 exhibition “Modern in Motion”.

Year 12 Visual Arts
Year 12s are working hard on their Body of Works due in Term 3 for the HSC. Students will have another two 
workshops this Term with Artist in Residence Johnny Romeo to elevate the presentation of their artworks prior to 
their progress mark in Week 7 and Work in Progress Exhibition in Week 9.

Year 11 Visual Arts
Year 11 Visual Arts have been hard at work in Term 1 creating their collection of artworks based on a chosen object. 
Students spent weeks designing and creating an abstract cardboard sculpture that best captures the key features of 
this object. They then created an abstract charcoal drawing based on an interesting angle of their sculpture. Students 
then used their object as inspiration for a pen drawing or watercolour painting, with wonderful results!

7.2 Visual Arts

7.2 students completed their Snuggly Animals artwork, giving their chosen 
animals a range of personalities and effectively designing clothing and 
background to communicate their ideas. They will now proceed in working 
with acrylic paint as an art medium for their next artwork. We look forward to 
sharing all their artworks with you later in the year at MADD Night!

Mrs Harris, CAPA Leader of Learning



From the Sports Field

Thursday Sport
Rep Sport- Season 1 and 2
We had thought that for the first time in 12 months we would be able to get a full Representative sport season off the 
ground. We were excited! But then, rain. And lots of it, which meant multiple washouts for our Touch Football and 
Volleyball teams unfortunately.

As a result, the Touch Competition for Season 1 has been cancelled, but Volleyball and Basketball are continuing; 
playing in Weeks 1 & 2 with semi finals if we are successful in Week 3.

In Season 2 -  the Representative sports that are running are Girls Netball, Boys and Girls Soccer and Boys Rugby 
League. Trials for these teams will take place in Week 3 with Round 1 of the competition in Week 5. Students are 
reminded to check the Compass notices and their emails for more information on this.
All students trialling for Rugby League will receive a permission note that MUST be signed by a parent or guardian. 
If this is not signed and returned prior to Trials, a student will not be eligible to trial for the team. Mouthguards are 
also compulsory as are boots for Rugby League and Soccer.

A reminder that sometimes, our Representative Sport buses can return to school a little late, after the first round of 
buses has departed due to travel time, traffic etc. Students should have alternative transport arrangements home for 
a Thursday should they wish to play in a team.

It is expected that students participate in and attend their chosen sport on Thursday afternoons. We understand that 
sometimes, students must need to depart the College early. As per our regular College early departure policy, 
parents must write a note explaining the time the child will be picked up and early departure reason. This must be 
signed by the Leader of Wellbeing and Ms Hely, Head of Sport and then shown to Student Services when they sign 
out. This same policy applies for students who may be transported home by a sibling in Year 12. Students cannot 
depart from a venue, rather must return to the College via bus for their normal transport arrangements home.

Weekly prices for venue sport is as follows: AMF Bowling $7 Don Bosco $5 Flipout $7  

Lauren Reason finished a close 3rd place for her 50m Breaststroke and 
50m Backstroke at the recent PDSSSC Swimming Championships, 
narrowly missing out on competing at the NSWCCC Championships 
by a few short seconds! Congratulations on what was a busy day of 
swimming, Lauren!

Josh Carter  attended the NSW Youth State 
Athletics Championships at the end of March! 
Josh competed in the 14 years boys Multi-Class 
Discus and Shot Put and was incredibly 
successful, improving on his results from 2019 
and finishing 6th out of 8 in Shot Put and 6th out 
of 6 in Discus. Just look at his proud face, we are 
proud of you, Josh!

Other Sporting news….



Holly Burgess and her horse Secretheart Firefox (aka Foxy) successfully 
represented Emmaus Catholic College at the State Schoolies 
Championships held at the Sydney International Equestrian Centre and 
the Berry Interschool Championships where they were awarded Reserve 
Champion for the Secondary School Rider Combination.

Holly and Foxy are scheduled to compete in many events this 
year and she has the full support of us at Emmaus! 

Good luck Holly and Foxy!

Amosia Soatini competed in the 
Australian National Championships on 
Monday 12th of April for  Shot Put, 
throwing a distance of 19.56 metres and 
winning the gold medal. Amosia is still 
training super hard and now has his sights 
set on breaking another WORLD record this 
year, as a succession to his world record last 
year. Watch this space!

Liliana Turner and her NSW State U15’s Hockey team recently won gold at the National Championships held in 
Bathurst during the school holidays. Liliana and her team defeated WA in the gold medal match 5-3, with the 
semifinal against Victoria the nail biter. After a 0-0 draw at full time this went on to a penalty shootout for a place in 
the gold medal match. Liliana as goalkeeper clinched the win for NSW giving them a ticket straight to the big show! 
What a superstar, Liliana!



Ms Hely, Sport Co-ordinator

Adriana Borg competed at the Little Athletics State 
Championships at Homebush recently, coming away with a
 PB and 2nd place of 10.51m for Triple Jump and 2nd place 
in Long Jump at 4.96m. In a virtual national competition, 
Adriana placed 2nd in the Triple Jump and 4th in the Long 
Jump. Adriana then received the exciting news that she 
made the Little A’s NSW U/13 Team and Adriana represented
NSW at the Australian Track and Field Championships at 
Homebush. 

Her biggest achievement was becoming the National 
Champion in the U14 Triple Jump, jumping a long 11.27m breaking her PB by 70cm and also making the national 
final for the 100m and finished 10th with a time of 13.19sec in the heats. It is evident that Adriana’s achievements are 
endless and this certainly won’t be the last that we hear of her successes! 

Layla Sharp  competed at the Australian Open Athletics during the holidays, 
finishing 1st in 1500m, third in the 400m and second in the 800m. Layla was also 
part of a selected group who was flown to Canberra to spend 4 days at the 
Australian Institute of Sport as part of her Athletics training. Here, Layla received 
specialised training and guidance from renowned distance coaches and was one of 
only 15 athletes chosen to start the Paralympic Pathway for the next games in 2024. 
What an achievement, Layla. We can’t wait to see what’s to come for you!

Ryan and Cameron Cloey recently attended the NSWCCC Touch Football Competition in Nelsons Bay.  
Assisted by our own Mr Saba, the boys enjoyed a wonderful trip against some challenging competition. 

Well done boys, you did us proud!

Ryan from Year 7 and Cameron from Year 9



Uniform Shop
Trading Hours during School  

Terms
Monday 12pm - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 12pm

Our Parishes
Holy Spirit

 Todd Row,   St Clair        
Ph: 9670 8222

Our Lady of the Rosary
Saddington Street, St Marys

Ph:  9623 1962

Our K-6 Schools 
Trinity Primary

61-83 Bakers Lane,
Kemps Creek.   
Ph: 9834 3212

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row, St Clair

Ph: 9670 5379

Our Lady of the Rosary
Yr K-6 Saddington St, 

St Marys
Ph: 9623 2500

From the Office

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Please call the College to make an 
appointment to see the Business 
Manager around whether you 

qualify for second hand uniforms.

WITHDRAWING FROM THE COLLEGE
If you are withdrawing a student from the College please be advised 

that 10 weeks notice is required in writing.

DONATION OF UNIFORMS
The College is happy to take donated 

uniforms however due to Work, 
Health and Safety, we request all 

uniforms are washed or dry-cleaned. 

STUDENTS TAKING LEAVE DURING THE SCHOOL TERM 

If parents are wishing their son/daughter to take leave during the school term, a Leave Form must be 
completed.   

Forms are available from the Front Office or if parents would like a form emailed to them, please contact 
the College Office.  Leave forms are for any length of time.  

There are two types of Leave Form:  (i) for Travel only and  (ii) all other types of leave.   Students receive 
an Exemption Approval letter from the Principal.

COMPASS PARENT  PORTAL
If you are unable to log into the 
Compass Parent Portal please 

contact the College Office.

Skoolbag Reminder: don’t 
forget to change to the new 
Year Group for 2021.


