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Dates to Remember
2021

TERM 1

April
1st Holy Thursday

End of Term 1

TERM 2

April
19th All students return to school

May
10th Parent/Teacher Interviews

Year 11 and 12
11th-21st     NAPLAN online test
19th Emmaus Day

June
2nd Yr 12 Photos
10th Athletics Carnival at school
11th Athletics Carnival at venue 

TBA
14th Queen’s Birthday Public 

Holiday

18th Winter Sleepout
25th End of Term 2

Curiosity to Clarity: Celebrating 200 Years

We walk with Jesus

Update  

web: www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au

   Phone: 9670 8300             email: emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Understanding Easter, the feast of all feasts
Easter is central to Christian faith. We are, as St. Augustine pointed out, an 
Easter people and so during Lent we have been teaching our students to 
identify themselves as Easter people and claim Alleluia! as their song? Some 
of the ways we have done this during the term are as follows:

Firstly, by making sure they know the story of Easter. Easter is the “Feast of 
feasts,” the moment when the Kingdom of God enters into our time 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1168‒1169). Jesus’ Death on the Cross and 
his Resurrection after three days shows us that death is not the end of our 
story. The Gospels help provide the details of this historical event, which was 
evidenced by the empty tomb and the Apostles’ encounter with the risen 
Christ.

Secondly, it is important that students know how Easter shapes the Church 
and Catholic life. At Emmaus we share with students the customs 
surrounding Easter, explaining that the 50 days between Easter and 
Pentecost is a special and joyful time. We highlight how churches are 
adorned with banners and flowers, the Paschal Candle burns brightly, we 
sing joyful music, and we hear readings at Mass from the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

Most importantly we explain to young Catholics how every Sunday is a 
‘little Easter’ when we experience the risen Christ in the Liturgy of the Word 
and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. We watch as the Body is broken, and the 
Blood is poured for us just as it was on the Cross. We then receive the living 
Christ in the Eucharist.
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                                Ms Waring
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             Administration             Mrs Else
 

 Leaders of Wellbeing
Year 7             Mr Liceralde                      
Year 8              Mr Petrocco                                  
Year 9         Mr Hamond                      
Year 10                           Mrs Luke          
Year 11         Mr Pearman-Sultana               
Year 12                    Miss Gaudiosi      

Leaders of Learning
REC                                     Ms Waring                          
Diverse Learning                      Mrs Vogels   
English                                   Mr O’Connor       
Mathematics                       Mrs Mowbray
PDHPE                                        Mr Brunt   
HSIE                                         Mrs Curran
TAS                                           Mr Chhabra
Creative Arts          Mrs Harris
Science                                       Mrs Hamama

Learning Innovations          Ms McQueen
Sport Co-ordinator            Ms Hely
Language                         Mrs Scarfone  
Library                                            Mrs Ellery
VET Co-ordinator                         Mrs Grills
Careers Advisor                         Mrs Scarfone 
College Counsellor                          Ms Wen   

            and Ms Docanto

Business Manager                Mr Anchique

Robert	Nastasi,				
Principal,		BEd,	MEd-Curriculum,	MA	(Theolst)	

“ECC focus in 2020: Learning, Learning and more learning; Attendance; Transforming learning; Positive Behaviour 
focus; Respect; Growth; Wellbeing” 

Thirdly, by connecting Easter to their home life, such as through the 
giving and sharing of Easter eggs, and the enjoying of a special family 
meal together on Easter Sunday, reflecting the meaning of the Feast of 
feasts. A special Easter meal symbolises both great celebration and the 
banquet in heaven.

And finally, by ensuring students know where they fit into the Easter 
story. Jesus showed us that by surrendering to God’s will, new life can 
come from suffering and death. By discussing real life situations to 
explain that each of us encounters times when people, things or 
circumstances we care about may die or are lost. Christian hope, born of 
Jesus’ Paschal Mystery, means that if we focus on Jesus Christ and offer 
our suffering to God, we will change, grow, and rise up to new ways of 
living as God intended.

And so throughout Lent we have focused on us being Easter people. 
Wishing you a safe and peaceful Easter break.

              Some staffing news as of Term Two

I take this opportunity to welcome Ms Priyanka Prasad during Term 2, 
who will oversee Ms Martin’s Science classes whilst she remains on 
leave.  At the same time, I thank Mr. Shiri Ramlu for filling in during 
much of Term 1.

Also, congratulations and thanks to Ms Kayla Hely who will be Acting 
PDHPE Coordinator (along with Sport Coordinator role) during week 
10-Term 1 and week 1-Term 2 whilst Mr. Brunt is on long service leave.

Also, congratulations to Ms Sheree McQueen who will be upgrading 
her role as of the start of Term 2, to be the Innovation and Pedagogy 
Coordinator supporting Mr. O’Connor and the Leadership Team.  She will 
also be undertaking some teaching in Diverse Learning.

Also know that Mr Julian Saba will be moving out of Diverse Learning 
and into PDHPE/HSIE along with undertaking some well- being 
programs with our students commencing in Term 2 with 
Mr Jeremy Safi.

Finally, we welcome back Mrs Celine Younan after her maternity leave, 
she will return in a job-share arrangement 3 days/week with 
Ms Danielle Santucci 2days/week in Diverse Learning.

Term 2 begins Monday 19th April

A reminder that all students return to school on Monday 19th April with 
students expected to return in full winter uniform, including the 
College blazer which must be worn to and from school at the start and 
finish of the day.



Assistant Principal

Mr Roberts, Assistant Principal

The Fork In The Road

Everyday we are faced with a multitude of decisions that we need to make. In fact, according to Google on average 
we will make more than 35,0000 decisions every single day. Obviously the magnitude of these decisions will vary 
and some require more thought than others. 

The decisions that require more thought or the decisions that carry with it a greater consequence become ‘The Fork 
In The Road’ moment. When it comes to these types of decisions, having the right information is crucial for choosing 
the right path. We can, at times, have outside influences when it comes to this ‘fork’ moment. So even though we 
know it’s not right or the decision we make does not align with the values that have been bestowed upon us - we go 
down the wrong road anyway. 

Making mistakes is part and parcel of gaining experience. In fact, within the classroom making a mistake is quite 
often the best learning tool. We will constantly make mistakes throughout our lives, however, what is crucial is what 
happens after. Just like the classroom we must learn from our mistakes and the only way this can be achieved is 
through owning it without making an excuse. A mistake made more than once is a habit and habits are harder to 
break. Ownership plays an essential role in the lesson; an excuse increases the chances of it happening again. 

As a College we are doing our best to instil the right morales and values to the students in our care. The Pillars of our 
College are a great blueprint for each of the staff and students to follow. These Pillars should be the guiding light 
when it comes to the ‘Fork In The Road’ moment and help our students choose what is right.

Happy Easter

I  would like  to  extend my best  wishes to  each and every 
family during this Easter Holiday time. 

I hope that the break is a happy and holy experience for all 
and I look forward to seeing everyone in Term 2.



       Religious Education

Catholic Schools Week Supporting Project Compassion!

Celebrating diversity and cultural flair at Emmaus Catholic College’s Multicultural Day. 

On Friday March 12th the Emmaus Community rallied together to celebrate the diversity and culture of our 
community. With over 48 different cultures within our College, it was fitting to hold a Multicultural Day to raise 
funds for Caritas, support our Lenten Appeal and celebrate the diversity within Catholic education. 

The day commenced with the students and staff dressing in traditional dress and colours of their national 
background. This raised $1000 dollars alone. As the general consensus of students was saying “we could actually wear 
what we liked and embrace our cultural identity.”

As the school day progressed, students were treated to freshly baked pizza from a local business. There were 
hundreds of students who lined up to get their share of the pre-ordered treat. The fun and celebration did not stop 
there, a concert celebrating our multiculturalism was in the hall – this was the place to be! 

During lunch time students and teachers filtered through the doors of the hall to be entertained by the array of 
cultural dances, songs, speeches of a concert that echoed the rich Emmaus history of the multitude of cultures 
brought to our diverse landscape and growing community.  Performers shared their story which is woven into the 
Emmaus identity and embraced by the institution of Catholic education.  This is echoed in Bishop Vincent’s words, 
that Catholic education is for everyone.  

Here’s what Year 9 student, Peter Sara had to say about the day . . . “The multicultural day highlighted the many cultures 
in the Emmaus community and implored the generosity of [our Emmaus community through] celebrating it and giving to those 
in need as Jesus did being the hands of Christ to serve others for Project Compassion.”

Emmaus Catholic College students still have an Easter Egg Guessing Competition to raise funds for communities who 
depend on Caritas Australia coming up before the end of the term.  The Religious Education department is also 
holding a staff morning tea to raise funds for Project Compassion, as we all aspire to ‘Be More’ this Lent.

Georgia Borg from Year 8, very wisely said: “It is in giving we receive and we are a community that keeps on giving back to 
help others flourish and thrive as Jesus walked with all disciples on the road to Emmaus we walk with everyone”.

Ms Gina Governatori,  Assistant Religious Education Coordinator



The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a point in time assessment of literacy and 
numeracy skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in writing, reading, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and numeracy.
 
Our school will be participating in NAPLAN Online between 11 and 21 May 2021.
 
In preparation for NAPLAN Online, our school will also be participating in practice tests between 22 March and 1 
April. The practice test is a trial-run and key preparation activity for NAPLAN Online in May. It is not an assessment 
of student ability and the tests will not be marked.  
 
Excessive preparation for NAPLAN Online is not recommended. Students can use the public demonstration 
site (https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site) to familiarise themselves with the 
types of questions and tools available in the NAPLAN Online tests.
 
If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact Mrs Melissa Else.

NAPLAN Online 2021

Mrs Else, Director of Curriculum Administration
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Mr Chhabra, TAS Leader of Learning

CAPA Department

TAS Department

Ms Oliveri’s 8.4 Technology Class 

Making pumpkin, ricotta and spinach 
quiche on a cold rainy day

The Art rooms are full of excitement and creativity as students commence artmaking tasks. Stage 5 in particular are 
consolidating concepts and mastering techniques leading to their final artworks due in Term 2. 

Year 9
Students in Year 9 Visual Arts are ready to create their second artwork for 2021, a synthetic style cubist collage of 
still life objects. Exploring colours and textures, students will be out of their comfort zone as they are encouraged to 
represent ordinary objects in 2 dimensional shapes. 

Year 10
Year 10 Photography and Digital Media have learned how to manipulate camera settings to take long exposure 
images with a focus on moving lights. They have loved learning this new skill and are planning ways to utilise this 
for their first assessment task. 

Mrs Harris, CAPA Leader of Learning

Maria Fernandez

Caitlyn O’Brien

Jasmine Salman

Amelia Lathouras - Beacroft

by



From the Sports Field

Thursday Sport
Representative sport has started well, despite a few washouts. Well done to our girls & boys touch teams, boys 
basketball and boys volleyball teams. These teams will have a few games at the start of next term to make up for the 
games that they missed due to the rain.

In Term 2, the Representative sports that are likely to run will be Girls Netball, Boys and Girls Soccer and Boys 
Rugby League. Trials for these Season 2 teams will take place around Week 3 of next term, with more information to 
be provided to students early in Term 2.

I am very excited to announce that Sport is set to return as normal in Term 2.  
All venue sports will be back including: Don Bosco  - $5  Bowling  - $7          Ice Skating  - $8

Flipout - $7 and grip socks are also required 
Gym  - $7 and a towel is also required      

These prices are per week. Waivers will be distributed at the start of Term 2 and students cannot attend without this 
signed by a parent/guardian.  

School sports will include Soccer and Touch Football, Basketball, CAPA and bushwalking. 

At our College Assembly in Week 8, students were reminded that they cannot change sports after they have made 
their selection and must remain in their chosen sport for the term. This is due to staffing, transportation, COVID 
guidelines etc. Students were reminded to talk to their friends and parents/guardians about their selection to ensure 
that they select a sport where their friends will also attend and that if selecting a venue sport, that their parent/
guardian is okay to give them the required money each week.

Selections take place on Monday of Week 9 and any student who did not select has been allocated a sport. Students 
can check their timetable on Compass to confirm the sport that they have been successful in selecting.

PDSSSC Cross Country
Students who were successful in qualifying for this carnival have received a permission note for the carnival in 
Week 1, Term 2.

Students Experiencing Success

Adriana Borg 
Adriana of Year 8 had a great weekend at NSW Juniors and placed 1st in 
Long Jump with a jump of 5.06m - first time she’s jumped over 5m, 2nd in 
Triple Jump and 7th in the 100m Final. Well done and congratulations 
Adriana!



Ms Hely, Sport Co-ordinator

Anna Dubier 
Anna of Year 8 recently competed at the State Team Championships for cycling 
at Dunc Gray Velodrome, Bass Hill. She was once again selected for the State 
Team to take part in the National Championships in the school holidays in 
Brisbane.  

In her recent State Titles events, Anna received multiple 1st and 2nds across her 
various races.
 
Best of luck Anna and we look forward to hearing more about your successes!

Layla Sharp 
Layla of Year 8 has been competing in many Athletics events of late.
She came 2nd in the 1500m where she again broke the Australian Open Age Record, then came 1st 
in the Open 400m with a PB and set an Australian Under 18 record. 

Layla also received Third place in the Womens Open 800m, 2nd in the 1500m heat and has 
qualified for the Australian Open event in the school holidays for both the Juniors and Open age 
groups. 

Ryan and Cameron Cloey
Congratulations to Ryan of Year 7 and Cameron  of Year 9  who were successful in 
being selected for the PDSSSC Touch Football team. 

This team is comprised of students from all secondary high schools from across the 
Diocese and will travel to Nelson Bay to compete at a NSWCCC level. 

Emmaus wishes you the best of luck!

PDSSSC Swimming Carnival
Congratulations and well done to the following students who also competed at the PDSSSC Swimming Carnival on 
Friday 12th March:

Grace Manning Isabel Manning Lauren Reason Isabelle Bigeni  

The girls swam a few PB’s between them and against some fierce competition, swam their absolute best and had a 
wonderful day. 



Uniform Shop
Trading Hours during School  

Terms
Monday 12pm - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 12pm

Our Parishes
Holy Spirit

 Todd Row,   St Clair        
Ph: 9670 8222

Our Lady of the Rosary
Saddington Street, St Marys

Ph:  9623 1962

Our K-6 Schools 
Trinity Primary

61-83 Bakers Lane,
Kemps Creek.   
Ph: 9834 3212

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row, St Clair

Ph: 9670 5379

Our Lady of the Rosary
Yr K-6 Saddington St, 

St Marys
Ph: 9623 2500

From the Office

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Please call the College to make an 

appointment to see the Business Manager 
around whether you qualify for second 

hand uniforms.

WITHDRAWING FROM THE 
COLLEGE

If you are withdrawing a student from 
the College please be advised that 10 
weeks notice is required in writing.

DONATION OF UNIFORMS
The College is happy to take donated 

uniforms however due to Work, Health 
and Safety, we request all uniforms are 

washed or dry-cleaned. 

STUDENTS TAKING LEAVE DURING THE SCHOOL TERM 

If parents are wishing their son/daughter to take leave during the school term, a Leave Form must be 
completed.   

Forms are available from the Front Office or if parents would like a form emailed to them, please contact 
the College Office.  Leave forms are for any length of time.  

There are two types of Leave Form:  (i) for Travel only and  (ii) all other types of leave.   Students receive 
an Exemption Approval letter from the Principal.

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL
After downloading the Compass App, if 

you are still unable to log into the 
Compass Parent Portal please contact the 

College Office.

Skoolbag Reminder: don’t 
forget to change to the new 
Year Group for 2021.

SCHOOL FEES 

Instalment	1	school	fees	were	due	on	the	17th	March	2021.		

If	you	have	not	already	made	payment	or	set	up	a	payment	
arrangement,	please	contact	the	Accounts	Office	on	9670	8300.	


