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Dates to Remember
2021

TERM 1
February
17th Ash Wednesday
22nd-24th    Yr 7 Orientation Camp

March
4th Cross Country at the College
9th Open Night TBC
19th Harmony Day Cup

April
1st Holy Thursday

End of Term 1

TERM 2
April
19th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free Day
20th All students return

May
10th Parent/Teacher Interview

Year 11 and 12
11th-21st     NAPLAN online testing
19th Emmaus Day

June
10/11 Athletics Carnival TBC
18th Winter Sleepout
25th End of Term 2

Curiosity to Clarity: Celebrating 200 Years

We walk with Jesus

Update  

web: www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au

   Phone: 9670 8300             email: emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Opening College Mass and Blessing of the recently refurbished 
building

It was an absolute privilege to be a part of the College Opening Mass last 
Wednesday, which also doubled as the blessing of the newly refurbished 
Mercy Chapel, CANA and TABOR inquiry learning hubs. 

We were so fortunate to be able to have the Most Reverend Bishop 
Vincent Long van Nguyen preside over the occasion along with Father 
Michael Belonio and Mr. Greg Whitby, the Executive Director of schools.

Such memorable occasions cannot happen without the presence of 
community and can I say how delighted I was to be able to look down 
from the lectern on the stage to see half of the College’s students gathered 
in the hall for the first time in a very long time. 

Equally uplifting was the chance to induct 9 new staff members and the 
140 new Year 7 students that morning-welcome to the Emmaus family.

Can I also take this opportunity to thank Bishop Vincent, Father Michael 
Belonio, Mr. Greg Whitby, and all those involved in the various Ministries 
during the 2021 Opening Mass, a mass that focused on the College theme 
in 2021 of ‘Make hospitality your special care’ (Romans 12:13). 

I share with you a key message that I spoke to the gathering about at the 
conclusion of the mass last week and hope that this message rings true at 
Emmaus Catholic College now and into the future:

mailto:emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au?subject=email%20subject
mailto:emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au?subject=email%20subject
http://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au
http://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au
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Robert	Nastasi,				
Principal,		BEd,	MEd-Curriculum,	MA	(Theolst)	

Enjoy a video tour of the College by clicking on the link below
 https://www.youtube.com/wa	tch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k 

“Two thousand years ago, Jesus came to tell us of a truly good, 
wholesome, and right way to live. He taught us that we are made in the 
image and likeness of God, that there is a God-given plan to human living 
and that we are all capable of making our way through life as a family — 
responsible for each other and responsive to God’s law.

The Church therefore brings to us today what it has brought to the world 
some two thousand years ago.

Looking to the future of Catholic education, we should do so with hope, 
confidence and enthusiasm knowing that we bring something to those we 
teach that no one else can. We share the story of Jesus. Like Mary, who 
brought the light of Christ into the world by her faith filled response, “Let 
it be done to me according to your Word,” so, too, do all of us here today, 
we offer the same faith filled answer, and do our part to share the light”.

‘ECC focus in 2021: Learning, Learning and more learning-
Transformational/Differentiated/Blended; Attendance; Positive 
Behaviour focus; Respect; Growth Coaching; Wellbeing for all.’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank






Assistant Principal

Mr Roberts, Assistant Principal

Climbing Mountains

Just like that, we are back for another school year with the intention to do well or at least better than the previous 
year. It is fantastic to have this mindset, however, this is not nearly enough. Intentions must become actions. These 
actions should come in the form of a process or routines that accompany the goal if it is going to be achieved.

Muhammad Ali once said ‘it isn’t the mountain ahead to climb that wears you out; it is the pebble in your shoe’. We 
quite often focus on the big task in front of us rather than taking care of the little things that are needed to conquer 
the ‘mountain’. We might hope for better marks, however, as Mr Nastasi states, ‘hope is not a strategy’.

By having simple processes or routines that we follow, we can make even the highest mountain easy to climb. As we 
tick off each simple part in the process, we climb the mountains step by step. So, when we set out with the aim to be 
better than last year we can focus on little steps like; increasing attendance rates; showing up to class on time; 
having all the equipment; answering questions; taking notes; doing an extra 5 minutes of revision – it’s doing the 
simple things right that will make the big difference. 

Along the way there are quite often obstacles that challenge us in reaching our goal. The way we look at these 
obstacles will determine whether they are road blocks stopping us from reaching it or stepping stones in making us 
better. The school year is never smooth sailing (much like life itself). Take last year for instance, at the beginning of 
last year, few would’ve predicted that an entire term would have been spent working and learning remotely from 
home. From this hurdle we were able to discover new ways of teaching and learning and develop online platforms 
that are amazing learning tools. Obstacles can produce opportunity if you allow it.

School, and in particular learning, can be tough. It’s meant to be.  It is the challenge that enables us to grow, going 
outside our comfort zone to experience and learn something new.  Like anything, the more you do it the more you 
start to believe in yourself, and the more you believe in yourself the easier it becomes.  All you have to do is start 
with simple steps.

Year 7's beginning their journey along the Emmaus 
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Ms Waring, Director of Mission and Learning

       Religious Education

I watched a short film the other day about a little dog who went on a fishing trip with his owner.  While the man was 
fishing from a small boat on a quiet lake, the dog was left with the task of guarding the bait.  As circumstances would 
have it, a large bird came along and sneakily attempted to pull some of the bait from the bucket it was in.  The dog’s 
quick instincts took hold and he managed to scare the bird away.  This came with some admonishment from his 
owner for barking and scaring the fish away.  Only moments later, the bird returned to try his luck for the second 
time.  Once again, the dutiful dog was back to task and was successful in driving the bird away.  Though he did get 
into trouble from his owner for barking too loudly again.   On the third time of the bird’s return, the animals got into 
a tug of war, both determined that the bait would be theirs.  After the scuffle, it was the dog who emerged victorious 
and was pleased with himself at being successful in his very important job. 

As the dog was basking in his victory, he spotted the bird on the other side of the lake.  She was with three hungry 
little chicks who were refusing the bigger fish that the bird was offering them.  The dog realised that the bait was for 
them.  With empathy in his heart, he went to the bucket and retrieved the squid with his mouth and placed it on the 
edge of the boat as an offering to the bird.  The bird took the gift and gratefully returned the kind act with dozens of 
fish splayed into the boat.  In that moment, the animals understood each other - they saw each other.  Upon 
acknowledging each other’s needs, hospitality was offered and returned in abundance.

Hospitality is our Mission focus for 2021.  It is one of our College Pillars and a necessary value to extend to others, 
particularly at the beginning of a new year.  As a College community, we are committed to fostering an ongoing 
appreciation of our Emmaus pillar of hospitality whilst ensuring a lived experience of it throughout this entire year.  
We will use the words of St Paul in his letter to the Romans, to “make Hospitality our special care” (12:13) to guide 
us in our mission.

Our first extension of Hospitality, saw a formal welcome to our new staff and students within our Opening College 
Mass last week as part of a commissioning ceremony.  Our new Year 7 cohort, our new teachers and our new 
students from Years 8-12 were blessed by Bishop Vincent, who was able to have mass with us before blessing our 
refurbished buildings.  In welcoming our new members this way, we hope to warmly invite people into our 
community, to become part of who we are and to travel the Emmaus journey alongside each other, trusting that the 
welcome will remain steadfast as long as needed.  

Conscious of other liturgical matters, Lent is fast approaching and this is an opportunity for us as a College to extend 
hospitality to the wider community, especially those who may not always be our ‘guests’.  This year’s Caritas Project 
Compassion asks us to aspire to BE MORE not to have more.  A timely theme, as the Coronavirus experience has 
certainly put into perspective what it is that we value.  Our Christian values clearly place people first and not things.  
There will be many opportunities to be involved in Project Compassion Lenten Appeal over the coming weeks and I 
invite your sons, daughters and families to become Jesus’ arm of hospitality to those in need.



 of 7 10

From the Sports Field

Welcome back to Term 1 - our biggest and perhaps one of our busiest terms (is there not a busy term)?

Welcome especially to our new Year 7 parents. Below you will find some information of benefit to you:
• Sport operates on a Thursday afternoon between 1.22pm-2.55pm 

Under normal circumstances, the following applies of a Thursday afternoon. Whilst we are doing our best to work 
within COVID restrictions and guidelines, there are some changes to the below.

• Students have the option to select their sport each term and may elect to choose from Representative Sports, 
Venue Sports and school based sports and activities  

• It is an expectation and a College policy that students remain in their selected sport for the duration of the 
term, with no changes permitted. This is because of the organisation that is required for buses, venues, 
weekly cost and staffing. Students have the opportunity to participate in 3-4 different sports/activities per 
year, pending their selection.  

• Failure to meet the requirements of the sport and/or poor behaviour will result in the student being 
removed from their chosen activity and the loss of the privilege of the student selecting their sport in the 
future.  

Thursday Sport this term:
 
Year 7 & 8 will be going offsite to local grounds to participate in sporting activities such as Soccer, Oz-tag and Touch 
Football.
 
Years 9 & 10  will remain at school for sports including Basketball, Touch Football, Soccer and Volleyball. Students 
in Years 9 & 10 also had the option of selecting to attend a venue sport this term. 
These include Don Bosco, Flipout and Gym. Weekly costs are as follows:  Don Bosco $5

Flipout $7
Gym $7

Students attending the Gym MUST have a full size towel in order to attend.  Students attending Flipout MUST 
have grip socks (these can also be purchased at the venue for $3.50).
 
We will assess the Diocesan Guidelines regarding Sport as the conclusion of Term 1 approaches to plan for Term 2. 
We will however, endeavour to provide Years 7 & 8 the opportunity to attend our offsite venue sports also.

Trials for Rep Sport in Term 1 took place on the Thursday of Week 2 
These teams have now been finalised and their first game is Thursday of Week 3 (11th February). This season we are 
entering teams in Boys Basketball, Boys and Girls Touch (boots required) and Boys and Girls Volleyball. Students 
successful in these teams will be loaned a school singlet/jersey to play in each week. At times, buses returning from 
Representative Sport may arrive back at the College after our normal afternoon buses and for that reason, students 
need to ensure they have alternative transport home on Thursday afternoons in case of this.

Due to Dicoesan COVID-19 guidelines, parents as spectators are NOT permitted to attend these 
grounds to watch the games. We thank you for your understanding.All students travelling to and from 
sport whether it be Representative sport or to/from a venue MUST wear a face mask as per the NSW 
Public Health Order. Private/chartered school buses are included under this.



 of 8 10

 must do so by Wednesday 10th February for these to be considered for the PDSSSC Swimming Carnival in March. 
These times must be verified by Swimming NSW.

Students who experienced success in sport late last year
We had Adriana Borg of Year 8 and Amosia Soatini of Year 9 compete at the NSW All Schools Athletics Carnival at the 
beginning of December last year. Two incredibly talented young sportspeople who received the incredibly impressive 
results outlined below:
  
Adriana Borg  -  1st place for Triple Jump,   2nd place in the 100m final,   3rd place in Long Jump.   WOW!

Amosia Soatin  -  was unable to compete in his 14 years age group for Shot put, so instead, he threw 2 age groups up 
to compete with the U/16's and with a heavier ball at 5 kg. He won the bronze medal placing 3rd. WOW!
  
With the year that 2020 was for sport, it was extra special for these two students to achieve what they did at this level! 

Lucas Rose -  a graduate of our 2020 cohort also competed and won gold in the u17 Discus. What a way to finish his 
schooling with such an achievement! 

Up and Coming
Cameron Cloey of Year 9 and Ryan Cloey  of Year 7 have been selected in their respective representative age groups to 
play in the upcoming NSW Touch Association Junior State Cup Tournament at Wagga Wagga from 26th - 28th 
February 2021. Emmaus wishes them well for this event!
 
If your son/daughter is participating in sport at a Representative level, please encourage them to come and discuss 
their successes with me. I would love to acknowledge these.

Parramatta Secondary Schools Sports Council (PDSSSC)/NSW Catholic Schools Sport Selection Trials
Registrations are now open for many sports at either the Diocesan level or NSW state level. Information about these 
and the respective sports and their closing dates can be found here:
https://www.secondarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/nswccc-representative-sport
Students wishing to trial for an external PDSSSC team or individual sport can register via the link below. These 
teams are comprised of students performing at a highly skilled level from all schools across our Diocese.

Up and coming trials include:
• Baseball, Open Boys and Girls Cricket, Open Boys and Girls Football (Soccer), Golf, Hockey, Rugby League, 

Softball, Tennis, Touch Football and Volleyball  

All students must register for these trials on the website; please note the closing dates. Where applicable, please 
take the time to familiarise yourself with the Representative pathways  relevant to your child’s Sport and please 
have your son/daughter see me if they have any questions. Upon registration, an email is sent to myself and our 
College Principal Mr Nastasi to approve your son/daughter’s attendance at these trials.

OR  For NSWCCC Sport Registrations 2021  (see next page)

https://www.secondarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.secondarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/nswccc-representative-sport
https://www.secondarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.secondarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/nswccc-representative-sport
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Ms Hely, Sport Co-ordinator

For NSWCCC Sport Registrations 2021 

Please note, this is an elite pathway and pending the sport, students may/may not be required to trial through the 
PDSSSC prior to the NSW stage.

Registrations are via the CSNSW.sport portal. For instructions on how to register go to –

Guide For Parents – Sport Registrations >>
Term One Individual Nominations Sport Registrations

• Cricket – 19s Boys -  9 & 10 February – Close 3 February  

• Cricket -  15 Years Girls - 15 February – Close 10 February  

• Softball – Boys & Girls - 22 February – Close 12 February  

• Tennis -  Boys & Girls - 1 March – Close 22 February  

• Cricket – U16 Boys – 1 March – Close 18 February  

• Baseball – Boys – 3 March – Close 26 February  • Golf – Boys & Girls – 8 March – Close 25 February  

• Volleyball – Boys & Girls – 10 March  - Close 5 March  

• Water Polo – Boys & Girls – 15 March – Close 11 March  

• Hockey – Open Boys & Girls, 16s Girls – 22 March – Close 15 March  

• Diving – Boys & Girls – 29 March – Close 19 March  

For further information, go to the CSNSW Sport website Sport pages at https://csnsw.sport/

I am certainly looking forward to what I hope is some more sporting events taking place this year for us to celebrate 
as a community.

https://click.pstmrk.it/2s/aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fcsnsw.sport%252F%26data%3D04%257C01%257C%257C7756e5d124b04b6625da08d8c3f38861%257C43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%257C0%257C0%257C637474798081460231%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C1000%26sdata%3DHLSIswPv%252BDPVZyhVJG8jPEUosNBYLO7DLWgUGiz6OeM%253D%26reserved%3D0/1ilqkR8N/SD1K/UD_k8J-8p8
https://click.pstmrk.it/2s/aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcsnsw.atlassian.net%252Fwiki%252Fspaces%252FAPP%252Fpages%252F198901765%252FGetting%252BStarted%252BGuide%252Bfor%252BParents%252B-%252BSport%252BRegistration%252Bwith%252Bvideo%26data%3D04%257C01%257C%257C7756e5d124b04b6625da08d8c3f38861%257C43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%257C0%257C0%257C637474798081460231%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C1000%26sdata%3DKJsNm8LqXISxw12cPazHPRGI5qjE8hznLGqiwhMgzso%253D%26reserved%3D0/1ylqkR8N/SD1K/ujCg_0Kf7W
https://click.pstmrk.it/2s/aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fcsnsw.sport%252F%26data%3D04%257C01%257C%257C7756e5d124b04b6625da08d8c3f38861%257C43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%257C0%257C0%257C637474798081460231%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C1000%26sdata%3DHLSIswPv%252BDPVZyhVJG8jPEUosNBYLO7DLWgUGiz6OeM%253D%26reserved%3D0/1ilqkR8N/SD1K/UD_k8J-8p8
https://click.pstmrk.it/2s/aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcsnsw.atlassian.net%252Fwiki%252Fspaces%252FAPP%252Fpages%252F198901765%252FGetting%252BStarted%252BGuide%252Bfor%252BParents%252B-%252BSport%252BRegistration%252Bwith%252Bvideo%26data%3D04%257C01%257C%257C7756e5d124b04b6625da08d8c3f38861%257C43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%257C0%257C0%257C637474798081460231%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C1000%26sdata%3DKJsNm8LqXISxw12cPazHPRGI5qjE8hznLGqiwhMgzso%253D%26reserved%3D0/1ylqkR8N/SD1K/ujCg_0Kf7W
https://csnsw.sport/
https://csnsw.sport/


 

 

 
Free webinars to help you protect children online 

 
 

In partnership with the eSafety Commissioner, the Council of Catholic School Parents will be 
holding two free webinars to provide parents and carers with strategies to establish a safe 
online environment for their children.  

 
The sessions will be presented by Greg Gebhart, one of Australia’s leading online safety 
presenters. Greg has provided presentations to more than 800,000 participants at state, 
national and international events. 

 
 

Tech, teens and time online 
 

One hour webinar suitable for parents and carers of young people aged 12-18 years old. 
 

The session will cover:  
 

• ideas to start the chat about harmful content, relationships and online harassment  
• strategies for addressing common digital parenting challenges  
• online wellbeing strategies for teens   
• how to get help if things go wrong. 

 
7.30 – 8.30 pm Tuesday 23 March 2021 

Register at ccsp.catholic.edu.au/webinar 

 
Helping kids thrive online 

 
One hour webinar suitable for parents and carers of children aged 5-12 years old. 

 
This session will cover: 
 

• ideas to start the chat about harmful content, contact with strangers and online bullying 
• strategies for addressing common digital parenting challenges 
• skills that young people need to protect themselves online 
• how to get help if things go wrong. 

 
12.30 – 1.30 pm Thursday 25 March 2021   

Register at ccsp.catholic.edu.au/webinar 

For more information contact Clare Dunstan clare.dunstan@ccsp.catholic.edu.au  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.ccsp.catholic.edu.au/webinar
https://www.ccsp.catholic.edu.au/webinar
mailto:clare.dunstan@ccsp.catholic.edu.au


Uniform Shop
Trading Hours during School  

Terms
Monday 12pm - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 12pm

Our Parishes
Holy Spirit

 Todd Row,   St Clair        
Ph: 9670 8222

Our Lady of the Rosary
Saddington Street, St Marys

Ph:  9623 1962

Our K-6 Schools 
Trinity Primary

61-83 Bakers Lane,
Kemps Creek.   
Ph: 9834 3212

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row, St Clair

Ph: 9670 5379

Our Lady of the Rosary
Yr K-6 Saddington St, 

St Marys
Ph: 9623 2500

From the Office

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Please call the College to make an 

appointment with the Business Manager 
with regards to second hand uniforms.

WITHDRAWING FROM THE 
COLLEGE

If you are withdrawing a student from 
the College please be advised that 10 
weeks notice is required in writing.

DONATION OF UNIFORMS
The College is happy to take donated 

uniforms however due to Work, Health 
and Safety, we request all uniforms are 

washed or dry-cleaned. 

STUDENTS TAKING LEAVE DURING THE SCHOOL TERM 

If parents are wishing their son/daughter to take leave during the school term, a Leave Form must be completed.   
Forms are available from the Front Office or if parents would like a form emailed to them, please contact the College 
Office.  Leave forms are for any length of time.  

There are two types of Leave Form:  (i) for Travel only and  (ii) all other types of leave.   
Students receive an Exemption Approval letter from the Principal.

COMPASS PARENT  PORTAL
If you are unable to log into the 

Compass Parent Portal please contact 
the College Office.

Skoolbag Reminder: don’t 
forget to change to the new 
Year Group for 2021.

2021 PAYMENTS  TO THE ACCOUNTS OFFICE

We wish to advise that from 2021, cash will not be an accepted form of 
payment to the College Office.

EFTPOS facilities are available at the office or credit card payments 
over the phone. Payments can also be made securely online via our 
website:-
https://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au/Enrol/School-Fees

We would recommend that anyone wishing to pay in cash for their 
school fees can do so at your local post office. 

https://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au/Enrol/School-Fees
https://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au/Enrol/School-Fees

