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Dates to Remember

TERM 3
August
31st     Trial HSC concludes

September
10th Athletics /Fun Afternoon
15th - 24th Preliminary Exams
22nd Yr 12 Fun/Games Day
23rd Yr 12 Final Assembly
25th Staff Spirituality Day

Pupil Free Day - End of Term 3

TERM 4
October
12th Term 4 begins for students
20th HSC begins

November
2nd - 6th      Yr 10 Exams
11th HSC Exams conclude
12th Yr 7, 2021 Information Evening
13th Yr 7, 2021 Orientation Day
27th Yr 12 Formal

December
1st -8th   Yr 10 Pastoral Program
11th Yr 7-11 Picnic Day
14th Yr 7-9 Normal lessons
15th Parent Teacher Student Feed-

forward Interviews
16th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free
17th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free - office closed
18th School Office closed for holidays

We walk with Jesus

Update  

web: www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au

   Phone: 9670 8300             email: emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Curiosity to Clarity: Celebrating 200 Years 

Great commitment and resilience as the Trial HSC begins 

Uncertainty has been one of the most challenging hallmarks recently for 
the 70,000 state-wide and the 122 Emmaus Year 12 HSC students to deal 
with, and my word they have done this so well and with dignity. 

Last week our wonderful students commenced their Trial HSC exams and 
that continues over the next week and a half.   In addition to this a large 
number of our Year 12’s this week and into the following weeks will be 
required to submit their NESA major works, undertake performances and 
submit folios of work pulled together over the last 12 months. 

Uncertainty, what uncertainty …. they have just gone about their business 
and have not been distracted by any outside noises when many including 
myself would have felt like throwing the towel in.

Despite the upheaval of preparing for some of the most important exams 
in their lives there have been such strong signs at Emmaus with students 
supporting each other and where teachers are just doing everything 
within their workday to be available to these students.

One Year 12 student told me recently it has taught her the value of 
struggle, not feeling sorry for herself and indeed checking in on others. 
Admirable traits indeed, that will hold her and many others doing the 
same so very well when they journey beyond the gates of Emmaus.

http://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au
mailto:emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au?subject=email%20subject
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                                Ms Waring
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                       Mr Roberts
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English                                    Ms Schinella             
Mathematics                       Mrs Mowbray
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HSIE                                         Mrs Curran
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            and Ms Docanto

Business Manager                Mr Anchique

This and many other responses from our Year 12 cohort are just so 
encouraging and to that end as a community we continue to keep them 
in our thoughts and prayers over their last four weeks of their formal 
schooling.

Wellbeing continues to be a priority at Emmaus

I am always in awe of the many initiatives and programs driven by our 
Director of Wellbeing, Mr Roberts and Director of Academic Growth,
Mr O’Connor,  supported by the various Leaders of Wellbeing, teachers 
and indeed external organisations.

Examples of some (not all) of the programs that have been offered with 
the data indicating that they are highly successful in building strong 
school relationships and positive engagement in school life include:

Men of Honour program for Year 9 and 10 boys - aiming to develop the 
standards and competencies expected of young men in our modern 
world.

Thrive program which has commenced this year to support Year 9 and 
10 girls in being active, vibrant, and confident young women and role 
models.

‘Yeh the girls’ to support Year 7 & 8 girls in their transitional years of 
schooling.

Transformers - assisting Year 7 & 8 boys in their transition to secondary 
school.

Capoeira program for 7-10 girls facilitated
by STARTTS to allow them to express 
themselves via dance and movement.

Sporting Linx for 7-10 boys also facilitated 
by STARTTS to foster physical, mental, 
spiritual and social health.

A sincere thanks to everyone involved and 
well done to the students and families who 
commit to being part of these programs at 
Emmaus.



Uniform Shop
Trading Hours during School  Terms

Monday 12pm - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 12pm

Our Parishes
Holy Spirit

 Todd Row,   St Clair        
Ph: 9670 8222

Our Lady of the Rosary
Saddington Street, St Marys

Ph:  9623 1962

Our K-6 Schools 
Trinity Primary

61-83 Bakers Lane,
Kemps Creek.   
Ph: 9834 3212

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row, St Clair

Ph: 9670 5379

Our Lady of the Rosary
Yr K-6 Saddington St, 

St Marys
Ph: 9623 2500

Robert	Nastasi,				
Principal,		BEd,	MEd-Curriculum,	MA	(Theolst)	

Enjoy a video tour of the College by clicking on the link below
 https://www.youtube.com/wa	tch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k 

“ECC focus in 2020: Learning, Learning and more learning; Attendance; 
Transforming learning; Positive Behaviour focus; Respect; Growth; 

Revised Health measures for schools as of 21st August 2020

Thanks again for your support and understanding as we continue to 
respond to updates from NSW Health and CEDP around COVID-19 
requirements. On the 18th August I posted a letter from the Executive 
Director with the most recent requirements for schools until the end of 
Term 3 and advised you that the College had these already in place or has 
now further implemented these additional practices.

I draw your attention to perhaps the newest of requirements (which I am 
pleased to say has already been part of the norm since the start of the 
term at Emmaus) and as required now by NSW Health to support safety, 
in that:   
   ‘staff and students must not attend school/work if they are unwell and 
   showing flu like symptoms.  In addition if presenting with flu like symptoms 
   ALL members of our community must undertake a COVID-19 test and not   
   return to the campus until a NEGATIVE result is available (usually an SMS 
   message and it must be supplied to the school office/Leader of Wellbeing) and 
   until they are symptom free’.  

 I recognise too that for our Year 12 Cohort and their families that these 
new requirements are a little disappointing, but as I have indicated to 
those families via a letter last week the College is still endeavouring to 
run many of the ‘culmination activities’, whilst maybe not in the same 
way but in a modified way. 

To that end I am extremely proud and most grateful for the 
understanding of our Year 12 students and families, knowing that 
everything is subject to change on a daily basis and knowing they are 
now nearing the end of their thirteen years of schooling.

Attendance Matters Always 

Keep in our thoughts and prayers

Please keep Corey Martin [Year 12] and his family in your thoughts and 
prayers after the recent passing of his father.  
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Ms Waring, Director of Mission and Learning

       Religious Education

Year 10 students are doing something new in Religious Education this term . . . Their current learning cycle, which 
is the new name for a unit of work, is from the Draft New Curriculum for Religious Education within the Diocese of 
Parramatta.  

‘Why is Care of our Common Home a moral imperative?’ is the name of the learning cycle that Year 10 and their teachers 
have been learning for 5 weeks now.   The question itself promotes inquiry and this is the essence of the Draft New 
Curriculum.  The inquiries are based on what students want to know and this has been ascertained through 
surveying students within the Parramatta Diocese.  Some of the inquiry questions that help unpack this learning 
cycle are:

*   How significant are the consequences of climate change?

*  Why is Sacred Scripture and ‘Laudato Si’ a wakeup call for our time?

*  How do the Eight Principles of Catholic Social Teaching inform and guide the current ecological crisis?

*  How are young people leading the debate on care for the common home?

*  Why do the G20 have a particular moral obligation to care for the common home?

The inquiry focus in this learning cycle marries social, political and economic life with the Catholic faith, teachings 
and tradition.   It is in boldly confronting these complex issues through the lens of the Catholic faith that supports 
the flourishing of the human person – our young people here at Emmaus.  

Here is what two of our students had to say about their learning experience so far:

    “This learning cycle is relevant to our land and our history.  The Draft New Curriculum is more open to situations in the    
     world – real life situations.  We are also more collaborative.” Olivia Demasi

    “This is better than other topics because there is more groupwork.  It gets people to talk and we are encouraged to work  
     because of the support and strength of our peers.” Michael Lual

The RE team has put in a significant amount of time and hard work to prepare for this learning cycle and we are 
very much looking forward to making the transition to the Draft New Curriculum across the whole of Stage 5 next 
year.



Mr Chhabra, TAS Leader of Learning

TAS Department

Year 10 Food Technology class making Curry Puffs.  They are 
learning ‘What’s on the Menu’ that is the Food Service and 
Catering Unit.

Year 8 Technology class working on a Timber Toys



From the Sports Field

Due to the ever-changing situation that we are required to adapt to, our College Athletics Carnival has been 
cancelled. 

This will be replaced by a fun afternoon on Thursday 10th September where students will have the opportunity to 
participate in a variety of track events such as the 100, 200 and 400m as well as some novelty events/games such as 
Volleyball and Basketball to earn points for their house.  There will be no field events taking place and no updates to 
College records this year.

Year 11 will not attend their regular scheduled English classes in the afternoon.   

Year 12 will remain at school for their final whole school community day. 

We hope that this afternoon in lieu of our normal Thursday sport program will provide students with the 
opportunity to socialise with their friends, have a go and immerse themselves in our wonderful Emmaus spirit 
through an array of activities and sport.

To add to this, due to the updated guidelines in NSW for sport in schools, we have had to cease our normal 
Thursday sport program. Venue and school sports as per student selections have been cancelled. We have created a 
new program for the remainder of Term 3 as per below:

Year 7 & Year 8 will remain at school for sport  

Year 9 & Year 10 will be offsite at local council fields to play sport, returning in time for normal transport 
arrangements home.  

It seems like we are up to Plan F, or maybe G?  There have been so many changes and updates but we are doing the 
very best that we can to continue to give our students an enjoyable sporting experience!

We will re-evaluate the situation for Term 4 based on Diocesan and Government advice but do look forward to 
having what we hope will be a ‘normal’ term of sport.



From the Science Lab

Have you ever wondered why you look the way you do? Why you and your siblings look alike? Have people ever 
told you “You look like your mum” or “You look like your dad.”? 

Term 3 saw Year 10 Classes start their new topic of “You are unique!” which deals with the very interesting concept 
of genetics. 

As part of their studies, Year 10 have learned about cells and their organelles, chromosomes, genes and DNA.  They 
have learned the importance of DNA -  Deoxyribonucleic Acid and that it is contained within a double helix. The 
double helix contains four nitrogenous bases, supported by a sugar and phosphate backbone.  Ask any Year 10 
student and they will be able to tell you that the sequence of 3 nitrogenous bases is a triplet codon which codes for 
an amino acid. A chain of amino acids can code for a gene. And this determines how everything functions in our 
bodies.

The Year 10 Challenge class has been busy rising up to the challenge of making a 3D model of a double helix of 
DNA.  Students in 10.4 thought of very creative ways to design, plan and execute their model of the helix.  
Moulding clay, marshmallows, straws of all colours, paperclips, wires, Starburst lollies….nothing was off limits. In 
groups, these very talented students created some phenomenal models of DNA. We can’t wait to see what they 
come up with next!



HSIE News

Mock Trial Competition

Emmaus College were victorious in Round 2 of the Mock Trial Competition against Blacktown Boys High School. 
The final score was 252 to 244. 

The trial was once again undertaken using Zoom audio & video, which allows us to continue the competition. 

A big thanks to Mr Ramsay and Mr Montesin from the IT Department for their assistance in setting up for the trial. 

Emmaus College was the prosecution in a case about the alleged theft of clothing from Myer Miranda. We were able 
to prove that the defendant had stolen the items and concealed the garments under their own clothing.
 
The adjudicating magistrate was impressed with the preparation and professionalism of the team. Our witnesses 
did a fantastic job in remembering their script and remaining calm and collected under cross-examination. Our 
barristers presented convincing legal arguments and displayed excellent public speaking skills.
 
Congratulations to the following students who represented the team during the trial: 

Emily Collins - Barrister 1  

Jacinta Buhagiar - Barrister 2  

Kiara Salinas - Solicitor  

William Johnson - Witness 1  

Georgetta George - Witness 2  

Niamh O'Keefe - Magistrate’s Clerk  

Mrs Nevin, Mock Trial Facilitator
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St Mary’s RSL Sub Branch 

 

Col Shepherd Memorial 
Scholarships 

 
2020 

Presentation of your work. 

When presenting one of the topics  (listed on the back page) you are to use 
your imagination. You can develop any of the following: 
 

• Essay 
• PowerPoint/Keynote 
• Pod cast/ iMovie 
• Photo Essay - Photographs and commentary 
• Diary or Journal 
• Letters from War 
• Art work 
• Poster or Collage. 
• Poem 
• Visual Display 
• Model / Diorama 
 

The value of each of the scholarships is: 

 

1st place: $3,000 

2nd place: $2,000 

3rd place: $1,000 

Every year St Mary’s RSL Sub Branch offers three 
scholarships to students of Emmaus Catholic 
College. These scholarships are to assist in the 
cost of being a senior student at Emmaus 
Catholic College. 

To be eligible to win one of the scholarships, 
any YEAR 10 STUDENT can submit an entry. 

The entries will be judged by a panel at the 
College and the best three will be submitted to 
the RSL for judging and awarding of the 
scholarships. 



 

THIS IS DUE TO YOUR HISTORY TEACHER BY  

Monday 7th September, 2020. 
 

 
For further information you can speak with: 

Mrs Curran, Mrs Nevin, Ms McQueen or Mr Murphy. 

You may choose ONE of the following topics: 

 

2020 Topics 
 

• Discuss with your parents/family to identify a family link to an Australian soldier then 
research that person’s life. Your research should cover his/her pre-service life, service 
training, overseas service, post-service life and issues (good and bad).  Present your 
research and your views about his/her involvement, in a way that best illustrates 
his/her commitment to Australia’s part in the war effort. 

 

• Able Seaman Edward (Teddy) Sheean perished with the sinking of HMAS Armidale in 
the Pacific Ocean on 1st December 1942 during World War 2.  Who was Teddy Sheean?  
Describe the event which took Teddy’s life and detail his heroic action.  In your view, 
should Teddy Sheean receive any meritorious award for his actions (give reasons)?  If 
so, what do you think would be an appropriate award? 

 

• In recent years Australia has been involved in a number of conflicts including Iraq and 
Afghanistan.   Choose one, then research to determine if Australia’s involvement was 
valued by our Coalition Forces.  Was our military involvement accepted and supported 
by Australians generally?  Why do you support (or NOT support) your research 
outcomes? 

 

• Sandakan.  Seventy-seven years ago, after the fall of Singapore, 2,700 Allied POWs 
(mainly Australian & some British) were sent by their Japanese captors to Sabah, Borneo 
to construct a military airfield with their bare hands at Sandakan.  By mid-1945, all but 6 
had died at the hands of illness and their Japanese captors.  How did this come about?  
Imagine yourself as a descendant of a Sandakan victim - can you reconcile with their 
captor’s nation today? 

 

• Author a poem, design a visual display, or conduct research that best reflects your 
thoughts/feelings about the experiences of Australian P.O.W.’s. The work should focus 
on the WWII era.  Present your research and your views about such experiences in a 
way that best illustrates the experiences of Australians. Your work must include an 
addendum (a written explanation) to illustrate what caused you to choose this topic 
and what were the ideas that your poem/display is trying to display. 



A Family business committed to caring for your family  
in your time of need. 

A part of the Penrith community – “locals caring for local people” 
Call John or Vicki Musumeci  at anytime, 24 hours 

Phone: 1300 906 060 or 0408 116 747 
329 Wentworth Road, Orchard Hills 

From the Office

From the Community

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Please call the College to make an appointment to see the Business 
Manager around whether you qualify for second hand uniforms.

WITHDRAWING FROM THE COLLEGE
If you are withdrawing a student from the College please be 

advised that 10 weeks notice is required in writing.

DONATION OF UNIFORMS
The College is happy to take donated uniforms however due to 
Work, Health and Safety, we request all uniforms are washed or 

dry-cleaned. 

STUDENTS TAKING LEAVE DURING THE SCHOOL TERM 

If parents are wishing their son/daughter to take leave during the school term, a Leave Form must be 
completed.   

Forms are available from the Front Office or if parents would like a form emailed to them, please contact 
the College Office.  Leave forms are for any length of time.  

There are two types of Leave Form:  (i) for Travel only and  (ii) all other types of leave.   Students receive 
an Exemption Approval letter from the Principal.

COMPASS PARENT  PORTAL
If you are unable to log into the Compass Parent Portal please 

contact the College Office.

Catholic Healthcare 

Are you over 60 and no longer working 
full time?  

Enjoy retirement living in the relaxed 
bushland setting of Emmaus Retirement Village at Kemps Creek, not far from 
Emmaus Catholic College.

http://www.catholichealthcare.com.au/retirement-living/retirement-living-
vacancies/emmaus-vacancies/

To visit Emmaus Village email Rosemary rochapman@chcs.com.au  
or call her on 0491 052 978 

 
Emmaus Retirement Village currently have 3 vacant units

http://www.catholichealthcare.com.au/retirement-living/retirement-living-vacancies/emmaus-vacancies/
http://www.catholichealthcare.com.au/retirement-living/retirement-living-vacancies/emmaus-vacancies/
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