
    Message from the Principal

   Term 3  Issue 2 
	     2020

Dates to Remember

TERM 3
August
17th - 31st     Trial HSC

September
11th College Athletics Carnival
15th - 23rd Preliminary Exams
22nd Yr 12 Picnic Day
23rd Yr 12 Graduation
25th Staff Spirituality Day

Pupil Free Day - End of Term 3

TERM 4
October
12th Term 4 begins for students
15th Emmaus Day
20th HSC begins

November
2nd - 6th      Yr 10 Exams
11th HSC Exams conclude
12th Yr 7, 2021 Information Evening
13th Yr 7, 2021 Orientation Day
27th Yr 12 Formal

December
1st -8th   Yr 10 Pastoral Program
11th Yr 7-11 Picnic Day
14th Yr 7-9 Normal lessons
15th Parent Teacher Student Feed-

forward Interviews
16th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free
17th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free - office closed
18th School Office closed for holidays

We walk with Jesus

Update  

web: www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au

   Phone: 9670 8300
             email: emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Curiosity to Clarity: Celebrating 200 Years 

Teachers contribute at recent forums to share ideas, innovations, and 
inspirations from the remote learning period

Recently teachers from across the Diocese of Parramatta were invited to 
virtual workshops and asked to share their experiences from the remote 
learning period in our schools. Whilst this was a period of disruption not 
only in Parramatta but worldwide (where it was suggested by UNESCO 
that 80% of the world’s student population or 1.3 billion were affected by 
school closures), teachers and students demonstrated their extraordinary 
capacity to learn new skills and rethink teaching & learning.

I take this opportunity to share with you some of the key interesting 
insights from the workshops:
1. Relationships are key- to the success of navigating through the 

learning at that time and indeed at all times, relationships 
between teachers and students, relationships between teachers 
and parents, relationships between teachers and teachers. 
Building relational trust and empathy during remote learning 
through phone calls, regular check ins, conferencing and online 
mediums on a daily basis allowed for a richer understanding of 
the learning needs of our young people.

2. Flexibility liberates agency - in that during this time we allowed for
experimental learning and differing flows of the normal school day. 
This therefore allowed for more student voice and choice, a sense of
agency with students clearly telling us that they liked this a lot, being
able to self-direct their own learning.
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             College Leadership Teams

Executive

Principal                            Mr Nastasi

Principal’s Personal Assistant 
                                              Mrs Schembri

Assistant Principal                   Ms Bowd   

Director of Learning & Mission 
                                Ms Waring

               

Director of Learning & Wellbeing
                       Mr Roberts

Director of Curriculum   
             Administration             Mrs Else
 

 Leaders of Wellbeing
Year 7                             Mr Sultana
Year 8                                           Miss Borg
Year 9                           Mrs Luke
Year 10                             Mr Levy
Year 11                    Miss Gaudiosi
Year 12                        Mr Murphy

Leaders of Learning
REC                                     Ms Waring                          

Diverse Learning                      Mrs Vogels   
English                                    Ms Schinella             
Mathematics                       Mrs Mowbray
PDHPE                                        Mr Brunt   
HSIE                                         Mrs Curran
TAS                                           Mr Chhabra
Creative Arts                      Mrs Harris
Science                                       Mrs Hamama

Learning Innovations          Ms McQueen
Sport Co-ordinator            Ms Hely
Language                         Mrs Scarfone  

Library                                            Mrs Ellery
VET Co-ordinator                         Mrs Grills
Careers Advisor                         Mrs Scarfone 
College Counsellor                          Ms Wen   

            and Ms Docanto

Business Manager                Mr Anchique

3. Technology enables - we saw that with the power of technology such
as through zoom, google classrooms, screencastify, canvas and other
online platforms just how wonderful a tool they were to support
learning - ‘the third teacher’ idea.

4. The power of team work - where we had strong teacher/teacher,
teacher/student and teacher/parent teams all playing their specific
roles on the ‘pitch’ to maximise learning outcomes and to alleviate
anxiety.

5. Untapped potential lies within - in that the uncertainty at that time
allowed for students to become creative, to be problem solvers, to
seek results and to make informed decisions.  I was particularly
amazed and indeed so very pleased with the adaptability and
resilience of our students during the remote learning period.

Schools were given the permission by CEDP and indeed NESA to work 
and make decisions at the local level that were the best fit for their 
community and its context, a permission that will continue to breathe new 
life into the learning agenda at Emmaus.

Attendance Matters- a timely reminder



Uniform Shop
Trading Hours during School  Terms

Monday 12pm - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 12pm

Our Parishes
Holy Spirit

 Todd Row,   St Clair        
Ph: 9670 8222

Our Lady of the Rosary
Saddington Street, St Marys

Ph:  9623 1962

Our K-6 Schools 
Trinity Primary

61-83 Bakers Lane,
Kemps Creek.   
Ph: 9834 3212

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row, St Clair

Ph: 9670 5379

Our Lady of the Rosary
Yr K-6 Saddington St, 

St Marys
Ph: 9623 2500

Robert	Nastasi,				
Principal,		BEd,	MEd-Curriculum,	MA	

Enjoy a video tour of the College by clicking on the link below
 https://www.youtube.com/wa	tch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k 

“ECC focus in 2020: Learning, Learning and more learning; Attendance; Transforming learning; Positive Behaviour 
focus; Respect; Growth; Wellbeing” 

Some photos from around the grounds

Ordination of Deacon Tuyen 

Year 7 debaters who won last Friday

Year 11 Hospitality making bruschetta 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8KCHc4Ay_k%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Assistant Principal

Ms Bowd, Assistant Principal

Term 3 is well underway and students are immersed across the school each day in a huge range of learning 
opportunities.  One of our focus areas this year has been building students’ confidence to talk about themselves as 
learners...and to be able to clearly articulate where they are on this journey.  

Terms such as learning intentions, success criteria, surface, deep and transfer learning are some of the terms students 
should be more confident to use when talking about what they learnt in class….as opposed to what they did in class!  
This week we have had a number of staff involved in professional learning to continue to build their skills in 
building this capacity within our classrooms. I have include an image that may be helpful:

I would also like to take this opportunity to commend our students on their resiliency at this time. Obviously we are 
living in a very different period in all our lives and I am struck by the fact that young people are clearly 
experiencing these challenges too! Yet each day they navigate through this ‘new normal’ despite the many and 
varied stresses. 

Our thoughts are certainly with our Year 12 students, especially as they commence their Trial HSC Examinations.



Ms Waring, Director of Mission and Learning

       Religious Education

I am regularly asked by students “Why is Mary so special for Catholics?”  My usual reply involves revealing that she 
was born with God’s grace and that she said ‘yes’ to having the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  It’s easy to place Mary in 
this category of chosen mother and leave it at that but this is far too simplistic!  With the Feast of the Assumption of 
Mary on the 15th of August, what an opportune time to write about the symbolism of Mary and her place in the lives 
of believers today.

The first Scripture Reading at Mass on this Feast of the Assumption comes from the Book of Revelation and it reads: 
“a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve stars on her head for a crown.  She was 
pregnant, and in labour crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red 
dragon which had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads crowned with a coronet.”  The imagery 
and symbolism that exists in this passage is rich and immediately takes us to a literal picture that may look 
something like this:

We know from the literal sense that this passage is about Mary giving 
birth to Jesus, a descendent of King David and that she is, therefore, a 
Queen.   She is portrayed with a crown of twelve stars on her head, 
linking her to King David and the twelve tribes of Israel.  And her 
Queenship places her son Jesus in his rightful place on the throne as 
the Son of God.

The symbolism and connection to the Old Testament continues, 
revealing Mary as a vessel for the Word of God, Jesus, and quite 
literally, as the Ark of the Covenant.  But not the same Covenant of 
the Hebrew Scriptures, a New Covenant that is revealed in Jesus 
Christ.  To exemplify this, King David brought the Ark of the 
Covenant into Jerusalem where it was placed in the Temple as the 
sign of presence of God.  

Mary did this too, as revealed in Luke’s Gospel when she entered the hill country of Judah to visit her cousin, 
Elizabeth.  This vision of the restoration of the Ark of the Covenant would have restored much joy in the Jewish 
people of the first century as it does Catholics today.  

One can’t read the passage in Revelation without picturing the huge red dragon, all thorned and quite horrifying to 
look at.  The fact that Mary is represented as going into battle with this shows us her strength in being able to trust 
in God’s will for her and the way that she struggles against evil and sin, just as Adam and Eve did in Genesis.  This 
is her struggle and potentially the struggle of all of us humans.   Isn’t this the eternal struggle, choosing between 
good and bad, in whichever forms it presents itself?  It reminds me of the passage in Matthew’s Gospel when Jesus 
asked his disciples to take up their cross and follow him.  The cross is the struggle and the reward is worth its 
weight in gold – all the ‘riches’ in the kingdom of heaven.  



 

 

GBW:vt 
 
 
27 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta is changing the way students learn about their faith in 
response to changing times. A bold new approach to Religious Education has been developed 
based on the big questions students ask about life, identity and belonging. 
 
I can now report that our Draft New Curriculum for Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 have been approved by 
the New South Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA). This is a great outcome and 
supports the important work that is already underway with schools trialling the new approach for 
many of the other year groups. We are now looking forward to completing the final version of the 
curriculum so it can be launched in Term 2, 2021. 
 
With a strong focus on connecting students’ faith through a framework we call ‘Head, Heart and 
Hands’, the new approach is about all aspects of school and parish life here in Parramatta. We 
encourage everyone to learn more and there will be information about this from your school soon. 
 
Many people have contributed to this once-in-a-generation draft curriculum particularly our 
Principals, teachers, Religious Education Coordinators, clergy and Catholic Education staff. Bishop 
Vincent’s pastoral leadership has also been critical in guiding this work. It has been a very 
collaborative process and I particularly want to thank families who have been involved. 
 
This is a very exciting time for our school communities. We look forward with confidence to the 
launch in 2021 as we ‘go into the deep’ together to support the faith life of our students and their 
families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Gregory B Whitby AM KSG 
Executive Director 
Catholic Education  
Diocese of Parramatta 
 



Mr Chhabra, TAS Leader of Learning

TAS Department

Year 10 Food Technology students learning to cook pasta al dente and how to make pasta sauce.



CAPA Department

Students in CAPA are deeply immersed in their learning across CAPA subjects in and out of the classroom.

Our Music Tuition lessons are back up and running after their cancellation due to COVID-19 last term. It is 
wonderful to see students across the year groups taking the opportunity to learn or continue their learning of a 
musical instrument. Interested students should see any of the CAPA teachers for more information. 

In Visual Arts, HSC students are working towards refining their Body of Work before the due date later this term. 
Students have been working tirelessly under the guidance of Miss Ashton, producing a range of different works. 
We look forward to showcasing the Body of Works once they are complete.

Year 11 students are embarking on their final unit of study prior to the Preliminary examinations beginning in 
Week 9.  For the practical component of this unit, students are asked to produce a mini Body of Work. The purpose 
of this is to allow a taster of what is to come next year when they create their Body of Work for their HSC.  Students 
are drawing on their strengths from what they have learnt so far this year in order to create works that are strong in 
both material and conceptual practice. 

Year 11 Photography, Video and Digital Imaging students have just finished completing their photographic series 
in the theme “Portrait Without a Face” where they communicated about the sitter through symbolism rather than 
the person’s face. They are currently planning their individual projects which allow them more freedom to explore 
interesting themes and genres of their choice. 



Mrs Claudia Harris - Leader of Learning CAPA

In Year 9 Photographic and Digital Media, students are working on their Surrealist inspired photographic series, 
using programs such as Adobe Photoshop to edit strange, dreamlike scenes depicting a surreal storyline.  

HSC Music students are preparing for their HSC performance examinations (Week 8/9, date TBC from NESA) 
under the guidance of Mr Connolly. The HSC class also had the opportunity to build stamina and refine their skills 
during the Mock Trial performance exam last week. 

Year 9 Elective Music are currently working on their group performance of “Rude” by MAGIC!. Though we may 
not be able to showcase our students’ performances at our annual MADD night in our usual format, we hope that 
these students will be able to perform for audiences through digital means. Stay tuned for updates!

Year 8 classes are working towards their group performances in the study of their unit of “Pop Music”. Students are 
welcoming the opportunity to work collaboratively especially after events so far this year. 

Year 8 began their unit of study “People and the 
Frames”. 8.4 spent the past week learning about 
proportions of a face as well as value scales in order to 
create a realistic celebrity portrait using lead pencils. 



+ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
St Mary’s RSL Sub Branch 

 

Col Shepherd Memorial 
Scholarships 

 
2020 

Presentation of your work. 

When presenting one of the topics  (listed on the back page) you are to use 
your imagination. You can develop any of the following: 
 

• Essay 
• PowerPoint/Keynote 
• Pod cast/ iMovie 
• Photo Essay - Photographs and commentary 
• Diary or Journal 
• Letters from War 
• Art work 
• Poster or Collage. 
• Poem 
• Visual Display 
• Model / Diorama 
 

The value of each of the scholarships is: 

 

1st place: $3,000 

2nd place: $2,000 

3rd place: $1,000 

Every year St Mary’s RSL Sub Branch offers three 
scholarships to students of Emmaus Catholic 
College. These scholarships are to assist in the 
cost of being a senior student at Emmaus 
Catholic College. 

To be eligible to win one of the scholarships, 
any YEAR 10 STUDENT can submit an entry. 

The entries will be judged by a panel at the 
College and the best three will be submitted to 
the RSL for judging and awarding of the 
scholarships. 



 

THIS IS DUE TO YOUR HISTORY TEACHER BY  

Monday 7th September, 2020. 
 

 
For further information you can speak with: 

Mrs Curran, Mrs Nevin, Ms McQueen or Mr Murphy. 

You may choose ONE of the following topics: 

 

2020 Topics 
 

• Discuss with your parents/family to identify a family link to an Australian soldier then 
research that person’s life. Your research should cover his/her pre-service life, service 
training, overseas service, post-service life and issues (good and bad).  Present your 
research and your views about his/her involvement, in a way that best illustrates 
his/her commitment to Australia’s part in the war effort. 

 

• Able Seaman Edward (Teddy) Sheean perished with the sinking of HMAS Armidale in 
the Pacific Ocean on 1st December 1942 during World War 2.  Who was Teddy Sheean?  
Describe the event which took Teddy’s life and detail his heroic action.  In your view, 
should Teddy Sheean receive any meritorious award for his actions (give reasons)?  If 
so, what do you think would be an appropriate award? 

 

• In recent years Australia has been involved in a number of conflicts including Iraq and 
Afghanistan.   Choose one, then research to determine if Australia’s involvement was 
valued by our Coalition Forces.  Was our military involvement accepted and supported 
by Australians generally?  Why do you support (or NOT support) your research 
outcomes? 

 

• Sandakan.  Seventy-seven years ago, after the fall of Singapore, 2,700 Allied POWs 
(mainly Australian & some British) were sent by their Japanese captors to Sabah, Borneo 
to construct a military airfield with their bare hands at Sandakan.  By mid-1945, all but 6 
had died at the hands of illness and their Japanese captors.  How did this come about?  
Imagine yourself as a descendant of a Sandakan victim - can you reconcile with their 
captor’s nation today? 

 

• Author a poem, design a visual display, or conduct research that best reflects your 
thoughts/feelings about the experiences of Australian P.O.W.’s. The work should focus 
on the WWII era.  Present your research and your views about such experiences in a 
way that best illustrates the experiences of Australians. Your work must include an 
addendum (a written explanation) to illustrate what caused you to choose this topic 
and what were the ideas that your poem/display is trying to display. 



From the Sports Field

Ms Hely, Sport Co-ordinator

College Athletics Carnival

Our College Athletics Carnival is coming up quickly on Friday of Week 8; 11th September. This again, will take place 
at Parker St Reserve, Penrith. Further details will come to you via an information note sent home with students at the 
end of Week 7.

The  College  Carnival  is  a  compulsory  school  day.  Due  to  COVID-19,  there  is  no  PDSSSC/NSWCCC Athletics 
Carnival in 2020. As a result, there is no pathway for students to progress through. The aim of our College Carnival 
is for students to get involved and have fun whilst earning points for their house at the final whole school event for 
the year. This also allows the opportunity for students to attempt to break College records and meet the criteria for 
Age Champion in each age group for 2020. 

Unfortunately, we also request that parents do not attend the Carnival, as per CEDP COVID-19 guidelines and to 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of our school community.

We look forward to being able to share in a wonderful community day together.

 

Thursday Sport

Unfortunately, all Inter-school sport for Term 3 has been cancelled by the Catholic Education Office, in line with 
health advice and other Diocese in the State. This was obviously met by much disappointment, yet understanding 
from staff and students alike. We hope to be able to offer a Representative Competition (and what would be the only 
one for 2020) in Term 4 but eagerly await further information regarding this as we draw closer to the end of this 
term. Students will be informed of any updates/changes via email and the notices on Compass.

All school and venue sports are proceeding as normal with students sanitising and washing their hands upon arrival 
and departure to venues and CEDP physical activity guidelines being adhered to.

Selections for Sport in Term 4 will take place in Week 8. Students will receive further information about this again via 
Compass and email as we get closer to this time.



A Family business committed to caring for your family  
in your time of need. 

A part of the Penrith community – “locals caring for local people” 
Call John or Vicki Musumeci  at anytime, 24 hours 

Phone: 1300 906 060 or 0408 116 747 
329 Wentworth Road, Orchard Hills 

From the Office

From the Community

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Please call the College to make an appointment to see the Business 
Manager around whether you qualify for second hand uniforms.

WITHDRAWING FROM THE COLLEGE
If you are withdrawing a student from the College please be 

advised that 10 weeks notice is required in writing.

DONATION OF UNIFORMS
The College is happy to take donated uniforms however due to 
Work, Health and Safety, we request all uniforms are washed or 

dry-cleaned. 

STUDENTS TAKING LEAVE DURING THE SCHOOL TERM 

If parents are wishing their son/daughter to take leave during the school term, a Leave Form must be 
completed.   

Forms are available from the Front Office or if parents would like a form emailed to them, please contact 
the College Office.  Leave forms are for any length of time.  

There are two types of Leave Form:  (i) for Travel only and  (ii) all other types of leave.   Students receive 
an Exemption Approval letter from the Principal.

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL
If you are unable to log into the Compass Parent Portal please 

contact the College Office.

Catholic Healthcare 

Are you over 60 and no longer working 
full time?  

Enjoy retirement living in the relaxed 
bushland setting of Emmaus Retirement Village at Kemps Creek, not far from 
Emmaus Catholic College.

http://www.catholichealthcare.com.au/retirement-living/retirement-living-
vacancies/emmaus-vacancies/

To visit Emmaus Village email Rosemary rochapman@chcs.com.au  
or call her on 0491 052 978 

 
Emmaus Retirement Village currently have 3 vacant units
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