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Dates to Remember

TERM 1

April
8th Yr 7-11 Photo Day
10th-12th  Yr 12 Retreat
12th End of Term 1

TERM 2

April
29th Staff Development Day

Pupil Free Day
30th Students return for Term 2

May
7th Yr 7 Spirituality Day
20th Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Years 11&12 - 3:30pm - 8:00pm
24th Emmaus Day

June
10th Queens Birthday Public 

Holiday
14th College Athletics Carnival

July
5th End of Term 2

‘Transforming Learning: from Curiosity to Clarity’

EASTER	IS	A	TIME	OF	HOPE	

This newsletter is the last before the Easter break and leads into the most 
blessed time of the Catholic Liturgical Calendar.  Our Lenten 
journey began on Ash Wednesday and all students participated in Year 
group liturgies where ashes were distributed, and the Lenten season 
introduced. Students were reminded that Lent is a time when we pray, we 
act kindly and with mercy towards each other, we give up things we enjoy 
and give to others, as we prepare to celebrate the great feast of Easter.  And 
so together as a College community, we are committed to renewing our 
efforts for Project Compassion to support the outreach work of Caritas 
Australia-‘Give Lent 100%’.  As we have reflected together, I have been 
overwhelmed by our staff, students and families who have given so 
generously this Lenten season, a huge thanks to everyone.

It will soon be upon us, bunnies will emerge with Easter eggs being 
hidden around the house for children to find. It is a time of great fun and 
celebration, particularly for children and families.

So, who would want to talk about a man being tortured and crucified 
some 2000 years ago and then rising from the dead. As a Catholic 
community we should ensure that we mark this occasion knowing fully 
the events leading to Christ’s death.  As Christians we learn that suffering 
never has the final word, that darkness, pain, suffering, sorrow, grief, 
shame, regret and sadness, never define our lives or our sense of 
wellbeing. 

Additionally, we have learned that one can rise above it all and still be 
happy, still give oneself to others, still love, still laugh and rejoice in the 
goodness that one is experiencing, and which one sees all around us.
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College Leadership Teams

Executive
Principal                         Mr Nastasi

Principal’s Personal Assistant 
                                          Mrs Schembri
Assistant Principal               Ms Bowd   

Director of Learning & Mission 
                          Ms Waring

               

Director of Learning & Wellbeing
                  Mr Roberts

Director of Curriculum   
             Administration        Mrs Else
 
Business Manager           Mr Anchique

 Leaders of Wellbeing
Year 7                          Miss Borg
Year 8                                Mr Ashdown
Year 9                       Mr Levy
Year 10               Miss Gaudiosi
Year 11                  Mr Murphy
Year 12                      Mrs Luke

Leaders of Learning
REC                              Ms Waring                          
Diverse Learning                Mrs Vogels   
English                               Ms Schinella             
Mathematics                  Mrs Mowbray
PDHPE                                   Mr Brunt   
HSIE                                    Mrs Curran
TAS                                      Mr Chhabra
Creative Arts   (Acting)      Miss Ashton

    and Mr Connolly
Science                                   Ms Hamama

Learning Technology Co-ordinator
 Ms McQueen

Leader of Sport           Ms Hely

Language                          Mrs Else  
Library                                     Mrs  Ellery
VET Co-ordinator                 Mrs Pereira
Careers Advisor                  Mrs Scarfone 
College Counsellor               Ms Comito   

     and Ms Docanto
Robert	Nastasi 
Principal		BEd,	MEd-Curriculum,	MA	(Theolst)	

2019 ECC focus: Attendance; Transforming learning; Positive 
Behaviour focus;  Respect; Growth; Wellbeing 

For Christians, this is the gift of Easter, the gift of Jesus dying and then 
rising from the dead, and his sharing that experience with us.  Easter 
therefore should be seen as a great feast of hope.

In our world today many people cannot see beyond what is going wrong in 
their lives and they often lose their hope for the future.  Happiness can only 
be discovered in our hearts and it is always intimately associated with love.
If we lose our hope and our capacity to love, and our willingness to love, 
then our lives certainly become bleak and difficult.

Hope does not come naturally to us, but if we accept the message of Easter 
and of Christ’s sacrifice for us , then we find that there is always a reason to 
keep going. We find grounds for believing that we can get out of our mess 
and find our way forward because we will not be doing it alone, we will be 
sustained by God’s love throughout it all.

This is why Easter is about more than bunnies and eggs, as much fun as 
these are.

It is about the very heart of our lives, and about the very grounds for living 
through the storms and dark moments of our lives.  I hope that this Easter 
each one of you will discover what that message is for you and that you 
will find hope, joy and peace because of it.

A reminder that students return on Tuesday 30th April in full winter uniform 
including blazers that students are expected to wear too and from school.



Uniform Shop
Trading Hours during School  

Terms
Monday 12pm - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 12pm

The Uniform Shop will have 
extended hours during 

Week 1 of Term 2

The hours will be:
Monday & Thursday

8am - 4pm

_______________________________

Our Parishes
Holy Spirit

 Todd Row,   St Clair        
Ph: 9670 8222

Our Lady of the Rosary
Saddington Street, St Marys

Ph:  9623 1962

Our K-6 Schools 

Trinity Primary
61-83 Bakers Lane,

Kemps Creek.   Ph: 9834 3212

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row, St Clair

Ph: 9670 5379

Our Lady of the Rosary
Yr K-6 Saddington St, St Marys

Ph: 9623 2500

Assistant Principal

It is hard to believe that we are 
already at the end of Term 1. It has 
been a really positive start to the 
year in so many ways. I would 
like to share a real highlight of this 
term and that has been the 
initiatives taken by our young 
people to promote issues that they 
consider to be important. There is 
nothing more positive than 
having students come and ask if 
they can speak at Assembly on a 
particular area of passion, or plan 
an event for our school 
community aimed at raising awareness of a particular issue. 

This week we have celebrated Autism 
Awareness Week, as well as Women’s 
History Month. These events have all 
been initiated, planned and carried out 
by our students. There is something 
really special about this generation and 
that is their strong sense of VOICE and 
using this to make a positive change in 
society. We have a large group of 
students who have driven these two 
initiatives and it was so inspiring to see 
the ECC community get behind them. I 
truly look forward to seeing what our 
young people will focus on in Term 2. 
Bring it on!!

Have a safe and restful holiday.



Religious Education

Ms Waring, Director of Mission and Learning

Year	9	Spirituality	Day	–	19th	March	2019		

The	Spiritually	Day	was	a	very	enjoyable	experience.	I	really	appreciated	the	day.	It	was	a	good	day	out	with	Year	9.	We	all	
got	really	involved	with	the	activities	that	Chris	Doyle	provided	for	us.	He	was	really	inspiring	and	motivating.		We	all	liked	
the	way	he	performed	for	us	on	the	day.		

“I	guarantee	everybody	left	the	day	thinking	about	whether	they	were	making	the	right	decisions	in	life.” 

Chris	Doyle	made	the	day	really	fun	by	making	the	day	include	some	fun		
activities.	One	of	those	was	when	we	went	from	one	side	of	the	room	to	the		
other	based	on	the	decisions	we	made.	One	of	the	questions	was		
‘would	you	rather	your	mum’s	cooking	or	your	dad’s?’			

He	played	songs	for	us	and	provided	a	good	performance.		

Overall,	it	was	a	really	good	day!																							By	Cameron	Hopkinson	

Parent	Retreat	Day	

Dear	parents	and	carers,	

CEDP	 and	 Emmaus	 Catholic	 College	 would	 like	 to	
invite	 you	 to	 the	 Parent	 Retreat	 Day	 on	 May	 1	 at	 St	
Josephs	Retreat	Centre	in	Baulkham	Hills.			

The	 day	 is	 designed	 for	 time	 out	 of	 the	 day-to-day	
busyness	 of	 life,	 for	 reRlection	 on	 Scripture,	 God,	 Self	
and	Others	 and	 exploration	 of	what	 it	means	 to	 be	 a	
Witness.			



What’s happening in TAS

Mr Chhabra, TAS Leader of 

Year 8 Engineering Class making these exciting project to analyse how different forces work in the real world.



HSIE Department

Mock Trial Update
Round 2 of the Mock Trial Competition is fast approaching. This time Emmaus is the defence team against Rouse Hill 
High School. The trial will be conducted first week back of Term 2. Roles are in the process of being finalised, with 
the team busily preparing our case. 

Year 10 Geography Excursion
Students in Year 10 attended a Geography excursion to Collaroy and Long Reef Beach on Friday 29th March. This 
excursion and the Fieldwork booklet that students completed on the day are part of the Term 1 Geography 
Assessment Task.

We were greeted by educators from the Coastal Environmental Centre, who took us through a range of fieldwork 
activities. At Long Reef students viewed an undeveloped dune profile, learning how dunes are formed and 
investigated biophysical processes with the atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere and lithosphere. Students had to 
name the types of vegetation located within each part of the dune, collected sediment samples, measure temperature, 
wind speed & direction as well as learn about tides, wave types, rips and currents.

At Collaroy Beach students viewed a developed dune profile, which experiences erosion due to longshore drift and 
storm damage. Students were exposed to a range of management strategies put in place to protect the beach, cafes 
and properties along the beachfront from further damage.

Year 10 Geography students will be completing their in-class assessment tasks linked to this fieldwork excursion 
during Week 10 under examination conditions.

Thank you to Mr Brattoni, Mr Edmondson, Mr Murphy, Ms Bozic, Ms Gaudiosi, Ms Lathouras & Ms Rylewski for 
their assistance in ensuring the excursion was such a success. Mrs Curran and Mrs Nevin appreciate your time and 
support.

Most importantly, thank you to our Year 10 students for your attendance, active participation and respectful 
behaviour displayed to the fieldwork presenters. 

Mrs Nevin, HSIE Department



On Sunday April 14th, St Marys RSL Sub-Branch holds their Annual March and Service.  The 
March will commence from the western end of Cook Park in Wilson Street, St Mary’s at 
11.00am.  The March will proceed to the War Memorial in the grounds of St Marys RSL Club, 

corner of Mamre Road and Hall Street, St Marys, where a Service will commence on its arrival 
approximately around 11.20am.    

On ANZAC Day, Thursday April 25th,  a Dawn Service will be held at the St Marys RSL Club, 
corner of Mamre Road and Hall Street, St Marys, commencing at 5.00am.  It is suggested  early 
arrival as  parking areas often become congested soon after 4.30am. 

St Mary’s RSL

Mrs Curran, Leader of Learning HSIE



Creative and Performing Arts

Last Friday, March 29th, 34 Year 11 and 12 Visual Arts 
students and their classroom teachers, Miss Ashton, 
Miss Kumar and Miss Anderson, attended an excursion 
to Sydney to see Art Express at the Art Gallery of New 
South Wales as well as view a range of artworks by the 
artist Janet Lawrence at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art. All students were very impressed by the works 
produced by NSW's 2018 HSC Visual Arts students in 
Art Express, many gathering inspiration for their own 
upcoming Body of Works.  All in all, it was a very 
pleasant day out in the city witnessing some very 
impressive Australian art. 



A Family business committed to caring for your family  
in your time of need. 

A part of the Penrith community – “locals caring for local people” 
Call John or Vicki Musumeci  at anytime, 24 hours 

Phone: 1300 906 060 or 0408 116 747 
329 Wentworth Road, Orchard Hills 

Quality Care and Compassion with No Comprise

From the Community

Road Safety Procedures and Expectations
Students travelling to and from school in a private vehicle are to be dropped off and picked up in the 
drop off area outside the College gates and not in any part of the staff car park.  This applies all year 
round in wet or dry weather. 

No students are to be dropped off or picked up in the staff car park between 8.00 am and 9.30 
am and 2.00 pm and 3.30 pm. This is for the safety of our students, parents and staff. 

Should a student be physically incapacitated or requires special need, application can be made to the 
Assistant Principal or Principal for a drop off and pick up permit. 

Any Parent /Caregiver having business with the College (i.e. school fees, interview etc) during those 
hours are welcome to enter the staff car park and park his / her vehicle in a parking bay.  If no parking 
bays are available, parking is available in Bakers Lane outside the College gates. 

Parking on the kerbside of the staff car park is not permitted. 

NO STUDENT IS TO CROSS BAKERS LANE TO BE PICKED UP ON  
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ROAD. 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Please call our College on 9670 8300 to make an 

appointment to see the Business Manager around 
whether you qualify for second hand uniforms.

Uniform Shop Extended Hours

The Uniform Shop will have extended hours 
during Week 1 of Term 2

The hours will be:
Monday & Thursday    8am - 4pm


